PHRASAL VERBS

1. Introduction

A phrasal verb is a verb + particle (usually an adverb or a preposition), for example: 
come in, sit down, take off... 
There are many phrasal verbs in English, but in this Unit you will learn only some of them.

Here are some of the particles (adverbs and/or prepositions) which are used in phrasal verbs:

about, across, after, along, around, away, back, behind, by, down, forward, in, into, off, on, out, over, round, to, through, up.
2. Understanding phrasal verbs
Some phrasal verbs are easy to understand:
Tom asked Melanie to come in.

The man in front of me turned around and talked to me.
But many phrasal verbs are idiomatic. The phrasal verb has a special meaning:

Fortunately, our plans came off. 



(succeeded)

Why did you turn down such a good offer?


(refuse)

I can’t make out it it’s a man or a woman over there.
(see clearly)

Sometimes a phrasal verb has the same meaning as a one-word verb:

find out = discover

leave out = omit

send out = distribute

go back = return

make up = invent (story)
throw away = discard

go on = continue

turn up = arrive

take off = undress (clothes); depart (plane)

Phrasal verbs are usually mor informal than on-word verbs.

3. Word order with phrasal verbs

When a phrasal verb has an object, the object can go either before of after the particle.

Melanie     took     her coat        off.          OR
Melanie      took      off        her coat.

!
      wrote  the number   down.     OR
I        
      wrote    down   the number.
Who          let        the cat          out.        OR
Who           let         out       the cat?
A long object goes after the particle:

The student made up a number of silly reasons for being late.

Why don’t you try on that red dress in the window?
A pronoun (it, him, them, etc.) always goes before the particle:

Melanie felt hot in her coat, so she took it off.

(NO She took off it.)

The student gave his reasons, but he had made them up.
(NO He made up them.)

VERY IMPORTANT: On the next page you have the phrasal verbs you MUST learn in Unit 4.

1 bump into .....................meet by chance (not planned)


2 come across ................find

3 give up .........................stop

4 look into .......................investigate

5 make up .......................invent (a story)

6 pick up..........................(*)
7 put off ..........................postpone

8 take after .....................behave the same as

It would be good for you if you learned also some other common phrasal verbs from the previous page:
come in = enter
 find out = discover

go back = return

go on = continue
(*) Phrasal verbs often have many different meanings. Look carefully at the meanings of the phrasal verb pick up. Which one of these meanings is the correct in this sentence: 

If you come across some money on the pavement, pick it up.   .................
(the sentence is on page 38 of you book, activity 6)
pick up ........... = ...................recover   (e.g. a patient)

1



 


 learn       (e.g. some grammar)
2



  


 take         (from the floor)

3



  


 improve  (e.g. sales)

4
There you have a list of some of the most common phrasal verbs, you may find them in articles, readings, conversations, and surely, in your school work.
AGREE WITH - estar de acuerdo
BE ABOUT TO - estar a punto de
BE BACK - regresar
BE OUT OF - quedarse sin
BE OVER - terminarse
BREAK DOWN - averiarse
CALL BACK - volver a llamar
CARRY ON - seguir. continuar
CARRY OUT - llevar a cabo
CLEAR UP - poner en orden
COME ACROSS – encontrar por azar, dar con
COME BACK – volver, regresar
COME IN - entrar
CUT OFF - cortar, desconnectar
GET BACK - volver, regresar
GET IN(TO) - entrar
GET OFF - bajar (de un autobus, tren)
GET ON - subir (a un autobus, tren, moto)
GET UP - levantarse
GIVE BACK - devolver
GIVE UP - dejar (de fumar, beber, el colegio)
GO AWAY - irse, marcharse
GO BACK - volver, regresar
GO OUT - salir (por la calle)
HANG ON/HOLD ON - esperar
HANG UP - colgar (el teléfono)
KNOCK DOWN - derribar, demoler
LOOK AFTER - cuidar
LOOK FOR - buscar
LOOK FORWARD TO - esperar con ilusión
LOOK UP - buscar algo (en un libro, diccionario)
PUT IN - meter, introducir
PUT ON - encender
RUN OUT OF - quedarse sin algo
TAKE AFTER - parecerse a alguien, comportarse como
TAKE OFF – despegar (un avión); quitarse (ropa)
TAKE OUT - extraer, sacar
THROW AWAY - tirar (en la basura)
TURN DOWN - bajar (el volumen); rechazar (una oferta)
TURN UP - subir (el volumen)
TURN ON - encender (televisión, luces etc.)

